Israelite sect were shot dead by the police in the Eastern Cape; the killing of 69 unarmed black African demonstrators by the police at Sharpeville in 1960; and the killing of well over 500 young antiapartheid protestors in Soweto township on and after June 16, 1976. The murder of an individual by one or two other people where there is no public involvement, even when there is a racial or ethnic motive involved, does not constitute lynching by my definition. The many murders of white farmers in South Africa since 1994, say, are therefore excluded, despite the racial aspect involved, because they were not carried out in a public setting. Some of the killings of white farmers in Zimbabwe in the past decade, however, have been by a group, in public, and therefore are lynchings.
From early in the twentieth century it was noticed that there were hardly any comparable examples of American-style public lynching by mobs in Southern Africa. The first to offer an explanation for this was Maurice Evans, whose interest in racial policy in the two societies took him from South Africa to the southern United States in the second decade of the twentieth century. When he wrote his account of the differences between the two societies, he suggested that the absence of lynching in South Africa was at least partially the result of what he called "the lower level of competition;" that because there was a much more extensive system of racial segregation in South Africa, white men there were not in such direct competition with black men as they were in the United States. 4 Three decades later, the American sociologist Oliver C. Cox, in a perceptive article on lynching in the United States, provided a fuller explanation of why there is no parallel in South Africa. He first mentioned the similar social situation in South Africa, and that "the same need for extra-legal violence against the colored people presents itself," but he then said that "the lynching pattern is not exactly duplicated because personal violence against the natives is, to a considerable extent, permitted in the formal law," suggesting that lynching did not take place because violence took place in private instead, and that this was not the case in the southern United States.
